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Las� y�ar ar�icles app�aring , jn t.hE;· E:E:C: h l:t ldl·if'E·· fl'l.:!t.•:;!.:;,_zi nE:· 
by Alas�a i r  Boyd and David n.;�·s .•. '::;:,p.::q:::·E·t··:::. ch·::·:�:.cr·· :i.l:.) i n·:::� ·J:..!-.. "::: l .•. h:::,r-k ;:::l·�··n,;:i· 

caused a grea� deal o� 
.;:.. commu.nic.::..t.ion ·fr··om 

.::+. ncl so m.:.:· 

mainly ques�ioning �heir �indings� A�cording �o his card R i chard� an 
Ftrner-ic.:..n :• i::::. .::. . .. .jour·n.�.l :i::st. .�.nd r'E·:::.�::·.�·t.l·.-'cf'l�-��t-·.. It. doE·:::. not. :=··�-�::! s ••• 1t··�.�.t. h�.:� 

re$earches bu� he has:.done _sonar and video wo�k a� Lake Champlain. He has 
corresponded wi�h BBC Wildl i fe and wi�h Ala5�i:i.� Boyd and Oavid Mar�in� 
also reading �he repor�. in Nessle��er :1.17. I said I·would �ry �o le� you 
have hi� comments� here �hey are� 

Hs he has s�udied �he caie h� has beo�me conv1nced.�hat Christ ian 
Spurling was lying i n  an a�temp� �o r�h�bili�ae h i s step�a�her , Marmaduke 
W��herall. Tha� Alas�air and Oavid have, in �heir en�husiasm� taken his 
st.cit�.,:::l .?.t.t. ·f.�.,;:e · ... ·.:..l1..1.e .. l:;.:icl···�·�'.l .... d i:�:;. not. ��,.�.PF=-!:::1 t •• d. t. .. h 1:..1--.is .:t.:s h�-::· t.r'u.el•:::f 1·-·e:::.p•::'ct.:::; 
Alas�air·'s work. He �eel� �hat many so-called Loch Ness researchers simply 
�·-·E·C:•:::I•�=l,:::· .d.::..t .. ::..· ·f ,.- · ·() IH t.l· .. ,e .. :::; . .  �.mE· old :;::.1: .. . �•.nd.::;.r:·d f'•::··f,::·t··;:;:··nc•::·s :· .;:..dd .��. fei.·.l .::..t . . ·mcl·i·�. i r·· 
h�pot�eses� and call ·i� scholarship. While the admi�able way Al�s�a1r, and 
[1.::'. '•/ l. d·, t.,.-. . ;;..cl .. :.��'c.:l do'.•.l'n Cht·�· i :::. t. i .�•. n :;::pu.r' i i ·nq i :s .3. :.�:.h i n :i. ·no;.) E· ::.::.:�.f!tF•l ��· o ·f t.h�:? 
vi�ally imp(�tan� primary re�earch w�ich o�hers should be doing. However 
P:i.ch.:,r.::1 ·fe.:::·ls t...l-·'1·��.1: .. · , ... shil::::.t_. pu.blic i :;� i n·:;.:t t.h�: ·it·· \/ i t:::·I .. J::; .t_:o tA"11::-. , ... lot··:td mE·di.!:l.� 
adding ·�heir au�hori�y as Loch Ness expe�ts·�o give Spurl i ng's a llegat i ons 
E·>=:tr.�. '··.lE· i 9ht. :• El()':::!d .::•.nd t·1.:,r·t. i ·n h.��.'..ll:::· Q'•/.:::·r' 1 ooJ..:.t::: ·d t.l···,e c:r··u.c :i . . ��.1 cont,e ::< t. o·f t.h i :::; 
.:d.J.e·gE·t:.-1·· ho.:t.>=: .. Jt�·onic::..ll•;:� d:i.:::.rfl i s.::::.i·{,·:;l hi::::. ci:yncei·�·n::::. ,_._,it.h E·:=< c.:..t...h.:.::·(:h� . . � . 
. ;:..r··:.�u.rftE·nt:s , i ·n t.he :s.::'.1n�.:- . n·1.::..nY-..:::·r·· t.{;-t·.�.1�. :;::.orfl':::· · F'!· ···(){\:::·::::.:::. i (:t·n.-�.1 :::�(: i e· nt. i :.=�. t.::;:. 1·-·�=··;:�ul.::..r' 1 ':::1 

dis�iss evidence ga�hered �� Loth ,Ne��· 
Rich�rd argues that Duke We�herall �nd his 1933 Daily Ma i l  expedttion 

pa�rons were made �-laughing stock all over Br��i�n and indeed �he wo1�ld 
a��er declaring �oo�prin�s found a� �h� l och �6 be 'genuine spoor' �hen 
se�ing �hem expo�ed b� the Bri� i sh Museum �s being made wi�h.a preserved 
hippo· foo�. Even if Wetherall had a hand in �h� hoax� and Boyd/Mar� i n  seem 
to have evidence he did, h i s  sons clej�ly spent � he res� of their l i ves 
] ]. ' ' ]• •.. ,.., I I l. 1' 1;.. t {·- 1--::· rq:::· j·"t-- �· r::. ·r ]. 1' .. 1. .. 1' i.··, ::· 1' 1· L .. t=· j t" · .!."· =t 1' j . .,. ,:-. ,.-. I I :0. ••• � t···,�· j·· l ··rl.-. -. ]. t" -··j··- ·� -• t •' 1. • ... � �- t'.J . . •.• . 11:;:1 -'· -" 1
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envy 1n 1��4 when P.k.W1lson ob�ained by sheer chance the now 
world-famous pho�ograph o� a Nesiie �us� ·have been �errible. The many 
inconsis�encies in �he Spurling and Wether�ll accounts simPlY cannot be 
excused as �he result of �ld �ge. H� �rgei us �o �ake a more cautious 
approach �o the claims o� Boyd/Mar�in 

He goes on; 'Let me raise some i mpo�tan� questidns and po i n�s: 
1) The cen�eral claim i� ��;� 'th� : ·hbax fnvolved a modi�ied �oy 

submarine which was photogr�phed in;a jmall b�� : or inle� o�� Loch Ness. 
Ho''·' do· E:o•;:�d.···'t·1.�4. t .. ·t. in E·::-::p 1.::.. in t..I· .. 1E· f· .. � •. �::-f. 1�.h.�-�. t. t·� i. 1 �.on 's : ot�· i 9 i n.�'.l f·u.ll '•l i E·•···' :• 

non- cropped photograph clearlY .. do�s not show a small i nle� t�� a vast 
E·::<P·�.n:::.e of t.hE· loch .1 .•. 1 i  t.h oppo:.::.i·t .. E· :::;hot··e· ::: .. ornE· ki l.omet.r·,::·::: . . :.., ... �.::,.y? ThE· ob'·liOIL::;. 
·i ·ni�.E:rn.::;.l �2.._,. i d,::··oct:::· o·f t.he :i. m.:}.g,:::-. t.o::.. .:..ll':�4 C(�i·nt.t···.::•. d i (:t_.:.::.; ::;:pu. I·�· J. i n-::t :• s s 1:..or··1:::1 .. 

2)Jus� as import�n�, how did Spu�ling expl� i n  this when he.was sho�n 
t.hE· ·fu.l l .._,. i �:?l .• f'? If· ::;::pur·l in·� , ... �.::..:.:::. not�. :;:.ho, ... ,n t...t-··,E· ·fu.ll · . .: i E?l .•. • .::;:1v::1 •. ·JQ1·- · did ·rto1: .. 

explain this key discrepancy� �hen his story simply c�nnot be accepted as 
ev i de�ce �o re�u�e Or Wilson�s cla i m ���� �h� p i cture was a genuine 1 mage 
of a so-called Loch 

·::::::. TI .• JO pl.�.t.•::·:::. 
��8:·:::.::::. t·1on:::. t.�-�:·t�· .. 

c�rried by Wilsbn t.o Inverness �urned out �o contain 
:i.!Yi·��.9E·:::: ... ThE·· :::.�-::·coYKi � le:::.:::.er··-·1->::nt:)l_.rn ph(::t1: .. o· 1·-i.:;,_s !:JE·en i ·nt . .::T·pr··et.ed b1:::1 Pt .. ·opo·n·::·nt.:::; 
.:;.::: . i;.ho• ... d ·ti·:�' . t.he· he· .. :..d .j '..J.:.:::. t.. .;:,.:.=:. t.-ht:::· .:;._.-n i n·;-?j . :::.•J.blr,er-·gecl.. T�··1E· 7 :.:::.u.bmet�•::t i ·ng :o he·.).(:! 
a�d n�ck are· a� a dif ferent angle �han i n·�he more ��mous sur��ce i mag�� 
i�dica�ihg th�t �he obj�c� is not made of unbending me�al �nd. plas� i c  
wood.. Aga i n, an absol�tely cruc i al elemen� of Spurling ' s s�ory is in 
doubt. It is highly significan� �hat �i� s�a�ed i n  NIS117) when Boyd as ked 
:::;:pux··l i ng .:: ... bou. t_. t.he :;;:._E· cond p!· .. ,o1: .. ':;-> :o Ch 1·· · i ::::. ·t. :t.�. ·,1 · 1 .•• 1.�.:s ..... . ::..·�:1'-·'·i-?.; i:-1-!ou.gl·yJ: .... it. . m i ·=.=tl· .. ,1:.. 

have been a ·piece o� wood �he� were �r� i ng out as � mons�er, bu� no� 
sure'. Un�ortunately� a simpler ind more plausible explanation suggests 
i�sel�: tha� there was no hoax and that Spu�ling, be i ng un�amiliar with 



"1:� 
t.i-··,E· ,.-.. �rf::·l•;::� pu.b 1 i ::::.1··· ,�:-::·d ::: . .;::·c:or·,d p! ···,ot_.o =' · � .. .s:::•.::::. ;::.::u..t.'!:�ht. · 1 ·n .;,. 1 i. ;;:� " 

4) I� � modi�ied �o� submar{ne was pho�ographed i n  � small ba� or 
inle·t_. of'f' Loch t·iE·::::.:=·=- �:::· ::-::.:. ... c:t.l•:::l l .•. t l·-,ich b.::'.1:::l or· i Yil.;::·t_. 1,..:.�.:=. t.!·-i:l::-;·? H.;:;:./�:::· E:o1::.-!d/t·l:!i.!·-·t.in 

gone �o �he s1�e where �he hoax allegedly �ook place and by using �he 
photo as their guide f'ound th� spot on which the photos w�r� taken? If' �he 
inlet was never i den� i � i ed:> t��n Spurling�s claims completly lose weight 
.: •. ::::. e·.,.. i ·:1�:··!',c,::· -�-·- .:.•. t. 1 .;:·.::..::::. t. · .;j.CC()t-:(:1 i n9 t.o t.h�=� · Lcici·! !···less 8: !'·ior'.:;..t-· Pt-·oj �.::·et_. :• �=· 01 ... s·n 
s�and�rds. In 1982 I had a conver�a� i on i� Orumnadrochi� with LN&MP 
d i t-·�:·ci�.or·· f'ldr ·· :i . . ��.-n SI·-, i ·cp::;· , . ... ,:=-g.��x··d i 'f'p:; t.!·-��=· '..<'E·r··!=' :i. n1�.�::·,·-··::·:::� ·t_: i ·r":� :;:;.::�.rKk··.:.o�. l'·i.:. ... n:::; :i. 
pho�ograph �aken a� Lake Champlainu· Adrian said �he Project would 
absolutly have to reject the photo as ev i dence because between the time it 
was allegedly taken (c.,1977) and was examined by Joe Zarzynski (c., 1981)� 
�he Mansis s�ill had �he orig i nal pr i nt bu� had l os� the nega�i0e a�d 
couldn'� recall �he exact si�e where the i r  sigh�ing supposedly occurred. I 
di:::: . . �.sw·e�::· 1,..1i1: .. h t=tdt·-· i .:�.n=' bu.t. f· .:�.tr·· e·n()l..t.•:;�h .. r··lo1 .• .1 I .:�.m -_::;. i iHF·l1:-.4 .��.:::.:.1--:.:i. ·og f·qt· · t.h• :::­
same high and r i gorously s�ien� i �tc standards o� ev1d�nce to be applied to 
L l··�8:t·1P ri'P::�·rni::IJ��r�::. E:o1::1d .�. 'fp:::f l'·L�x··t. i ·h .?.1.'!"11::1 t.h•:::· �::::1.::.. i rn�; o·f CI·'H"· :i. -_:;:. ·t i .:;.. n ::::pur·l i ·n·:::t .. 

No�hing more. But cer�ainly ho�hing els�� 
5) As you have correctly pointed out� � �oy submar i ne o� the peri(�i 

mod�i�d i n  �he manner described--wi�h plastic wood plus lead weigh�s �or 
ballast-- would no� be seaworthy. In �act�· it would probably s i nk 
i mmed i ately and certainly not be capable o� be i ng wound up �or movement 

through the water ., Again� Spurling has apparently been caught in a lie. 
Frankly, I am amazed that you conclude instead� It n6w looks certa i n  
t.h.::..t. .:,. rfiC"::1�::·1 1 .• .�.�.:::; I:)U. i J.t. E·'·/;:�:· ·n i ·f t.h�:· d·:: ·t .. �. i l :::. .�r·�:: l·"i.;:;.zt;:� :• .. ( I ne i dent .. !:!.ll1:::1 :• I .:t.t'fl 
pursuing �his qu�s�ion with �he cura�ors o� the i mmense Malcolm·s.Forbes 
collect i on o� toy baits i n  New York wh i ch · con�ains many examples of' subs 
of �his per i od. I will le� you know what I �ind ou.t �) 

6) Spurling claimed tha� �he �ake neck was a ���t high .. Step brother 
Ian Wetherall claimed �he model 'was oril� a �ew inches high.� Add �o this 
.�.pp.�.t-·�::·ni:.. 1:::-f i ::::.cr'.::;·p.::�:nc':::l in t. he i r" :=;. t.ot"' i ;;::·:.:::. ·t.l·-��:::· i ·rp:::f.:::·np.::·nch:::-·fi'l:, se :i.•::·nt. i f·l. c .:;;.n.::•.l !;-!.:=: . .::·::; 
of�he photo by Le8lond/Collins and S�euart Campbell �� i �h yielded heigh� 

o� abou� �our and �wo �ee�. I� is �lso s i gn if'i can� 
is �oday�s leading Nessie debunker and �o�ally 

t···e._iect.:.�:. !.·�i l:: :;.()n ':=. -_:;;.1: .. CH"·':::l., (H1:::· t.l·-iinl·s:.�:. t.l·- ,e o!:) j 1:::·�::-�t. 1_..:.::�.:::: . . �.n ot_.t_.;;:�·l''' :·::::. ·t .. �:;.i 1 .::..nd t.l·!.;:;:t. 
Wilson knew i�.,) Never�heless his siz� �stimate is.at odds with that o� 
�::;pur 1 i n9 .�-�.-nd I .�,.-n 1.·��-::·i�.I·•Er.;j.ll .. If' E:o1::;�d.·· ·'t··1.::�x··t. i ·n · ·=•. cc;:;:·pt. 1:)·��==- .::�. 1 1  �=··=!ed h.;).:l.::-:::::;.t,,::·r ··s :• 

claims over �he analyses o� LeBlond/Co) l�ns and·c�mpbell, fine--bu� it is 

:i. r'!cu.m l::u;:··nt. o ·n t.h�:::·l'ft t.o ::;ho: .. . l e::.::.::�.ct.l 1::1 � ... ,h�:-'r ··E· i�.h·::'::::.e t-·.::;·:::: .l:::·.�x··c:h�::'t-·::::. l .•. ll;::·ni:.. ::::.o 1,..w·on·:::; i ·n 
�heir calcula�ions. 

7) Are �he distinc�ive disturbance patterns around �he object 
consis�ent with �hose created by a �oy bo�t? Persona l l y , I don't �h i nk so� 

Nei�her are the overall wave shapes i�·�he photos charc�eris�ic o� l�tle 

quarter-inch high ripples; LeBlond an� iri·par�icular Campbell would have 
surely picked up on �his during �heir analyses., I suggest that wh��ever 

the object in the photo is� �he wave5 are no� o� a 'miniature' scale. 
8) Do �he authors intend �o pho�ogr�ph a one �oo�-high model in the 

water at �he same s i te �rorn the same angle using a s i m i lar 35mm Le i ca �o 
see i� �hey come up with some�hing resembling the W i lson photos? This 
could be an ex�remely interesting .:::·::<pet··· i 1'!'11:::· n 1:.. .::.. ·od i f· t_.l·-,;;::·1:::l .::•.1···.:.: :· r·�:::·.::� .111:::1 t . .  :�.k i ·n·::t 

a sc i en� i f i c  approach 
t- · E· :::;.1..1. 1 ·t. ::::. .. 

cour�: :.e 1,.,, i. l 1 want to try to replicat� 

9 > fill E·g�:::·d 1 •:::1 :• t_.he ho.:•.::-:::::. t.E:r:::. -_:;;.hot. t.he i r·· 
b.� .. .C::.4 .:�.nd ::: .. :�:nk . . 1:,.1--,e rnod•::·l � .. .:i·-���.n-1 t.l··p;::·•:.-:1 l·"p:.:;·.�.�·-·cl t.he 
the voices no doub�, as you pu� i�" 

p1c�ure i n  th i s  as ye� unnamed 
I,.,L;j,1: .. E·r·· b.:;.. :i. J. :i. f·f· COl'!'! i 'Cl':=! :• :• (:1!--· .��.I,.J'(I b1:::1 

Amazing �hat the bail i �� just 
h.:;q:::•penE·.:::I t.o l::u:::· i ·n ·U·-,.::-.t. '•/ i c i n i 1: .. 1::1 of· t_.h,::· .�.pr::·r··o::< i m.:;;.t_ . .;:·l•;::� ;;:::::: rn i l�::·-·-loY·p=' (!'!'!O!"··�=� 

�han 5G m i les i n  circum�erence> shoreline! Presumably �h1s would have been 
Alex CamF�ell� the water baili�� whose eyew i tness accounts f'irst brou.ght 
Loch Ness i�s notoriety (and who=' interestingly enough=' has also been 
accused by skept i cs o� hoaxing). Did Mr Campbell have such auditory 
success in de�ecting salmon poachers? At any ra�e:> upon noticing the 
o·f·f :i. c.::1.l '::::. .::�.PPt"·(::;.:�.ch i·1.:..J···m.::..du.!->:.e ! .•!e t.l·"t E:-r·.).l l :�.;u.ppo::::.e.:::ll1::.� , pu.t. h i --�� ·foot. o·n 'l: .. h�::· 
model and pushed it �o the bottom.' This whole story--apparently �old to 
explain why the model doesn't ex i s� as evidence-- it is clearly quite 
�ishy. Firs� we are �old �hat the model was bouyan� enough �o �loa� with 



. -f� -;.,.Jt 
.:; •. 1 J. � h e  e x � r a  we i gh � � �0w i �  1 s  s u nk w i � h a s i ng l e  s h o v e � Mor e o v e r , l oo k  
-�- 9 -�- i ·r, .:•. t. 

i ::;:. l'fi -�. "ri'::;l 
� h e  f u l l  s i z e p ho � o . E v e n  i f  � h e  ob j e c �  w e r e  

ffl l��· ·t t-· .::;· ::�. ·f t··· ()!Yt .:•. "1""11::1 :S l·1 () r·· .::;· u fi "!""! ';:,� ;:)"t"p;::· ·f .::•. l"ft :i. :1." :i. -�-�.r·· 1_._1 i. t. h 
o ·n 1 1:::1 a. f •:)o t. h i  ·:.:th i. t. 
Loch !··-!<:::· ::::. :::. k r·�.:;:;: .. .::::. t. h .::•. t. 

e v e n  i n  a n  i n l e � � h e b o � � om � a l l s  iw a y  q u i � e r �p i d l y , s o  a n y o n e  � r y i ng � o  
:::. t: .. e p (Yf! t: .. i···p.:;:· ·1-... .;:) '::.! �:; u. b : .. .f o u. :1. .:::1 l::u�· i ·n ,_;.1 ::i t_. e r·· : .. .1 .:• 1:::1 .::; '·/ .:::· ,.-. t-l···p::· i r-· i···p;;:· .::1. d ! 

1. 121 > I -f -��- ·rl '::l .::) n �::- :::. t. i l l  -�. c c: ��· p t. ::::. t. h i ::�- :· , .. .te bu. i 1 t. .:•. rn o n �::. 1:.- •::· r·· tr, c;; d e  1 -=�- ·n d  �- ·t_. .;::· pj::: . .  ;::· c!  

i t_ . ..  
1 1 >  R e g a r d i n g � h e  a l l e g e d  c o p y i n g o f  � h e  35mm f i l m � o  � h e  q u a r � e r  

F• l .::.. ·t. e ::::. 
t_. 0 t_. h .;::· 

, .. .�:--� :i. eh 1-·� :i. 1 :.::. o n  i:)··p:;;· n c .).r·· r· i e d t.() I ·n··/l!�T· y·p�;· ::::. ::::. ;> I - F•() :i. n t  . .:::· d pu. t. i n  -�. 1 e t. t . .;::·r·· 
e d i � o r  of BBC W i l d l i f e � h a �  i f  · a l i gh �  s � a n d w a s  us e d , � h 1 s  wou l d  

wh i c h wo u l d  have i mm e d i a � e l �  a l e r � e d  � h e  c h e m i s � � o  a hoa x ) . Boyd 
.::•.dcl l···· e ::; :��- �::· d t. h i ::::. i ·n .::•. C O !YI !"ft ' . .i."n i c-.:�. t- i .;:)y·, t.o t..l-··p:;· •:::· d :i. t-cH··· :i .  ·n : .. .11···, :i. eh 1-··j l:::· 1_..w·· :i. t. ,:::- ::::. =' ' T c• ::: . .;:· t. 
� h e  r e c o r d  s � r a i s h � , t h e  p � o c e s s  w o u l d  h a v e  i n vo l v e d  mak i n g a pr 1 n � 

::::: �5nHn "(p;;:· ·;;:� .::�. t- i ·.:.r e .:;;_ ·nd t.l· ··� �.::· ·n t:. he ()t-· :i. ·::t :i. rv:•. 1 
q u. -::t. t·-· t . .:::· r·· -·· p 1 .:•. t . .::· came r a . '  W ou l d  have or d i d  i nv o l v e s u c h  a p r o c e s s ?  Wha � d i d  
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